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[Press release] The festivals community came together for the European Festivals Association’s Arts Festivals Summit in Galway
_______________________________________________________________________________
The members of the European Festivals Association (EFA), the festivals community and their stakeholders came together in Galway for the Arts Festivals Summit from 22 to 24 November 2021, in person and online. During the General Assembly meeting, EFA members voted in ten new festivals to join the association and elected the new board of directors.
“Under continual construction” remains EFA’s guiding line. This crisis has shown the best of the artistic and cultural sector; its solidarity, creativity, and strong capacity to reinvent itself, supporting the work of artists and bringing the arts to audiences. It has also highlighted new challenges and opportunities that need to be explored and discussed.

After almost two years of online meetings and events and in this fragile time, EFA’s Arts Festivals Summit was a moment of connection, exchange, networking and togetherness for the festivals community in the vibrant city of Galway. 110 delegates from all over Europe and beyond as well as 50 online delegates came to Galway or joined through zoom or livestreams from 22 to 24 November 2021. Hosted by the Association of Irish Festivals and Events (AOIFE), the Summit was also the occasion to meet the Irish festivals, to speak about potential collaborations and co-production projects, to dive into the Irish culture with “Walk and Talk tours”, to listen to showcases by local artists, and to discover the beautiful landscapes of Galway Bay.

On the occasion of the 69th General Assembly, EFA members – among them many that have joined the association since the beginning of the pandemic – voted in ten new festivals from various art disciplines (music, dance and theatre) and countries to be part of the community. They reinforce and enlarge EFA’s wish for more diversity, inclusion and relevance on a geographical and artistic level. Among these new members, there is: BITEF - Belgrade International Theatre Festival (Serbia), Campania Teatro Festival (Italy), Castleknock Music Festival (Ireland), Gdansk Shakespeare Festival (Poland), Helsinki Festival (Finland), Khachaturian International Festival (Armenia), Klanglichter Festival (Switzerland), Machol Shalem Dance House (Israel), North Cyprus International Bellapais Music Festival (North Cyprus), and Norway Festival (Norway).
Under the renewed presidency of Jan Briers, EFA members also elected the new Board of Directors composed of eleven members: Jan Briers (President, Federation of Music Festivals in Flanders), Filiz Sarper (Vice-President, International Izmir Festival), Paul Dujardin (Vice-President, Bozar), Kai Amberla (Finland Festivals), Franco Belletti (Ravenna Festival), Alexandra Bobes (France Festivals), Tamar Brüggemann (Wonderfeel), Sophie Detremmerie (Flanders Festival Ghent), Thomas Hummel (Usedom Music Festival), Katie Paterson (Edinburgh International Festival), and Francesco Maria Perrotta (Italiafestival). “I am pleased to chair this new board formed by five women and six men these three upcoming years. Together we will speak and develop further the very much needed diversity and participation of all arts festivals within EFA and of arts in our societies.”, said Jan Briers.

Next year EFA will turn 70. It will be the beginning of a new decade for the association, in which it will continue to include cities, the business sector, the media, academia, etc. in its future conversations about the arts and the role of arts festivals in our societies.
The Festival Cities Round Table was introduced by a strong keynote speech by the artist Els Dietvorst and included the presentation of the EFFE Seal for Festival Cities and Regions, which is paving the way in this direction. Developed by seven cities and their stakeholders (Belgrade, Bergen, Edinburgh, Ghent, Krakow, Leeuwarden, and Ljubljana), the EFFE Seal is an initiative to inspire, support and promote collaborations between festivals and cities. It will be launched during EFA’s next Arts Festivals Summit from 2 to 5 May 2022 in Yerevan, Armenia.  
Presskit: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tkty9g10qbkch70/AACSOvPUbJjd47yrUoBipFo1a?dl=0
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If you would like an interview with EFA’s President, one of the new members of the board of directors, EFA’s Secretary General or one of the new EFA members, please contact: Audrey Brisack, EFA’s Communication and Network Manager, audrey@efa-aef.eu - +32 (0)472 52 72 32 
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